
Questions	  for	  the	  Record	  
7/12	  Human	  Resources	  Subcommittee	  Hearing	  on	  Child	  Deaths	  Due	  to	  Maltreatment	  
	  
For	  Kay	  Brown:	  
	  

1. On	  confidentiality	  standards,	  several	  witnesses	  raised	  this	  as	  an	  issue	  that	  could	  be	  
addressed	  to	  improve	  understanding	  of	  the	  number	  of	  children	  who	  die	  from	  
maltreatment.	  In	  general,	  what	  would	  be	  required	  to	  loosen	  privacy	  and	  
confidentiality	  standards	  so	  agencies	  could	  more	  easily	  share	  data	  on	  maltreatment,	  
including	  in	  cases	  where	  children	  have	  died	  from	  maltreatment	  and	  this	  information	  
might	  prevent	  subsequent	  deaths?	  Does	  this	  require	  Federal	  action,	  such	  as	  by	  
HHS?	  State	  action?	  Something	  else?	  

	  
2. You	  make	  a	  number	  of	  recommendations	  in	  your	  report	  about	  how	  to	  improve	  our	  

knowledge	  of	  the	  number	  of	  children	  who	  die	  from	  maltreatment,	  including	  those	  
who	  were	  not	  previously	  involved	  with	  the	  child	  welfare	  system.	  Are	  there	  any	  
specific	  changes	  that	  Congress	  could	  make	  to	  improve	  the	  quality	  and	  accuracy	  of	  
data	  collected	  by	  HHS,	  by	  child	  death	  review	  teams,	  or	  others?	  How	  about	  other	  
Federal	  actors	  such	  as	  HHS?	  If	  so,	  what	  changes	  do	  you	  believe	  would	  improve	  our	  
knowledge?	  Would	  making	  such	  changes	  cost	  money	  or	  add	  significant	  complexity	  in	  
terms	  of	  child	  welfare	  or	  other	  systems?	  

	  
3. Do	  we	  know	  anything	  about	  the	  timing	  of	  child	  deaths	  due	  to	  maltreatment?	  For	  

example,	  do	  more	  deaths	  among	  older	  children	  occur	  in	  summer	  months	  when	  
school	  is	  out	  and	  children	  are	  more	  likely	  to	  be	  under	  a	  parent's	  supervision	  
only?	  Among	  younger	  children	  on	  weekends	  when	  they	  may	  not	  be	  in	  day	  
care?	  Around	  holidays	  when	  there	  may	  be	  more	  drinking	  or	  stress	  in	  the	  home?	  At	  
the	  beginning	  of	  the	  month	  when	  government	  benefit	  checks	  arrive,	  or	  the	  end	  of	  
the	  month	  when	  those	  funds	  may	  have	  run	  out?	  	  	  

	  
For	  Tamara	  Tunie,	  Theresa	  Covington,	  Michael	  Petit,	  Carole	  Jenny,	  and	  Jane	  Bustain:	  
	  

1. I	  noted	  that	  a	  number	  of	  witness	  recommendations	  at	  our	  hearing	  didn’t	  involve	  
more	  spending,	  but	  instead	  proposed	  better	  coordination	  or	  prioritization	  of	  efforts	  
to	  protect	  children.	  If	  you	  could	  recommend	  up	  to	  three	  such	  policy	  changes	  that	  
don’t	  involve	  new	  resources	  but	  would	  improve	  understanding	  of	  child	  deaths	  from	  
maltreatment	  and	  the	  ability	  to	  prevent	  such	  tragedies	  from	  occurring,	  what	  would	  
you	  recommend?	  I	  encourage	  you	  to	  be	  as	  specific	  as	  possible.	  The	  Subcommittee	  is	  
working	  on	  child	  welfare	  services	  reauthorization	  legislation	  now,	  with	  the	  hope	  of	  
passing	  that	  legislation	  later	  this	  year.	  We	  would	  appreciate	  your	  help	  in	  isolating	  
possible	  policy	  changes	  that	  might	  be	  included	  in	  that	  legislation	  that	  would	  make	  a	  
positive	  difference	  for	  children.	  

	  


